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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Previously Presented) A vacuum cleaner comprising; 

a housing defining an agitation cavity and a suction nozzle ; 

a suction source in fluid communication with the suction nozzle; 

an agitation brush mounted in the agitation cavity for rotation about a brush axis ; 

an agitation brush drive connected to the agitation brush for rotating the agitation brush 
about the brush axis; 
the improvement comprising, 

at least one cutting blade positioned adjacent a portion of the agitation brush drive to 
prevent buildup of elongate particles on the portion of the agitation brush drive. 

2. (Currently amended>A-jrhe.vacuum cleaner according to claim 1 wherein the agitation 
brush drive comprises an electric motor with an output shaft connected to the agitation brush and 
the cutting blade is mounted adjacent to the motor output shaft. 

3. (Currently amendedl^A - The vacuum cleaner according to claim 2 wherein the motor 
output shaft includes a spindle and the cutting blade is mounted adjacent to the spindle. 

4. (Currently amendedVA - The vacuum cleaner according to claim 3 wherein agitation brush 
drive further comprises a belt between the spindle and the agitation brush. 

5. (Currently amendedWl - The vacuum cleaner according to claim 2 wherein agitation brush 
drive further comprises a belt between the motor drive shaft and the agitation brush. 

6. (Currently amended>W-_Ihe_vacuum cleaner according to claim 5 and further comprising 
at least one additional cutting blade mounted to the housing adjacent the agitator brush. 

7. (Currently amendedVA - The vacuum cleaner according to claim 5 and further comprising 
a - cutting blad e wherein the at least two cutting blades are mounted to the housing adjacent to 
each end of the agitator brush. 

8. (Currently amended>A-_The_vacuuTn cleaner according to claim 1 wher e in th e vacuum 
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t ann e r in nn upright vacuum ol e an e r and further comprising a handle a s sembly pivotally attached 
to the housing . 

9. (Currently amended)^ JTie_vacuurn cleaner according to claim 1 whorein the vacuum 
r l nnnm- in n nnninter vacuum cloane r and further comprising a canister moun t ing the suction 
source, and a flexible hose fluidly connecting the suction source to the suction nozzle. 

10. (Currently amended)-ArJIhe. vacuum cleaner according to claim 1 wherein the vacuum 
ninnn « r in n pnrtnhl fl hnnri - h e lri vnouum cl e ane r the housing mounts the sucti o n nozzle, the suction 
source, the agitation brush, the agitation brush drive, and the at least on e cutting blade. 

1 1 . (Currently amended)^ JMyacuum cleaner according to claim 1 - wherein tho vacuum 
clean e r is a doop oleono r and fiirther comprising a handle assembly pivotally attac h ed to the 
housing, wherein the suction nozzle, the suction source, the agitation brush, the agitation brush 
drive, and the at least one cutting blade are all mounted to the housing, and a liquid delivery and 
extraction system is mounted at least in part to the housing for disch arging liquid onto and 
removing liquid from a surface to be cleaned . 

12. (Previously Presented) A vacuum cleaner comprising; 

a housing defining an agitation cavity and a suction nozzle ; 

a suction source in fluid communication with the suction nozzle; 

an agitation brush mounted in the agitation cavity for rotation about a brush axis ; 

an agitation brush drive connected to the agitation brush for rotating the agitation brush 
about the brush axis; 
the improvement comprising, 

at least one cutting blade mounted to the housing adjacent a portion of the agitator brush 
to prevent buildup of elongated particles on the portion of the agitation brush. 

13. (Currently amendedVA - The vacuum cleaner according to claim 12 wherein the portion of 
the agitator brush is adjacent an end of the agitator brush. 

14. (Currently amendedVA - The v acuum cleaner according to claim 1 3 and further 
comprising-a - at least one additional c utting blade wherein the at least two cutting blades are 
mounted to the housing adjacent to each end of the agitator brush. 

1 5. (Currently amended>Ar _The_vacuum cleaner according to claim 1 2 whorein tho vacuum 
H e niw i r . nn upright vacuum cleane r and further comprising a handl e assembly pivotally attached 
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to the housing . 

1 6. (Currently amendedVA - The vacuum cleaner according to claim 1 2 and fiirther 
comprising a canister mounting the suction source, and a flexible h ose fluidlv connecting the 
suction source to the suction nozzle w horoin tho vacuum cloanor is a caniotor vacuum clean e r . 

1 7. (Currently amended>A - The vacuum cleaner according to claim 1 2 wherein the housing 
mounts the suction nozzle, the suction source, the agitation brush, the agitation brush drive, and 
the at least one cutting blade tho vacuum oloancr is a portable hand hold vacuum clean e r , 

18. (Currently amended)-Arjrheyacuurn cleaner according to claim 12 and fiirther 
comprising a handle assembly pivotallv attached to the housing, whe rein the suction nozzle, the 
suction source, the agitation brush, the agitation brush drive, and the at least one cutting blade are 
all mounted to the housing, and a liquid delivery and extraction system is mounted at least in part 
to the housing for discharging liquid onto and removing liquid fro m a surface to be 
cleaned whorcin the vacuum cleaner io a doop cl e an e r . 
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